WHEREAS, civil legal services to the poor in the State of Texas are funded in large part by interest on fawyers trust accounts (IOLTA);

WHEREAS, interest income received for IOLTA accounts in the State of Texas has decreased dramatically over the past few years, resulting
in a reduction in revenue of $20 million in 2007 to 7$5.5 million in 2009 alone;

WHEREAS, the Texas Access to Justice Foundation has addressed this critical shortfall in funding for legal services for the poor of Texas, in
Ppart, by creating the Texas IOLTA Prime Partners Program for banks in the State of Texas:;

WHEREAS, the Prime Partner Program consists of those banks committed to their communities and the State of Texas and willing to pay a
minimum of 1% interest or an interest rate equal to 75% of the Federal Funds Target Rate of interest, whichever is hi gher, on IOLTA accounts;

WHEREAS, more than 90 banks in the State of Texas have become members of the Prime Partners Program to help fund legal services for
the poor which is still greatly underfunded in Texas; ‘

WHEREAS, the State of Texas still has a large number of low jncome residents who are denied access to the justice system because of their
inability to afford basic legal services; ‘

WHEREAS, many lawyers in the State of Texas provide many hours of free legal services each year, and the State Bar of Texas encourages

all of its members to provide pro bono legal services to the public in a minimum amount of 50 hours each year, yet the need for additional legal
Tepresentation is great; and

WHEREAS, the Legal Services to the Poor in Civil Matters Standing Committee has passed a resolution urging the State Bar of Texas to

encourage and request all Texas banks and eligible financial institutions that it uses for its business become members of the Texas [OLTA. Prime
Partners Program of the Texas Access to Justice Foundation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED that the State Bar of Texas urges the Sections of the State Bar, local bar associations, and

TYLA Affiliates to encourage and request all banks and eli gible financial institutions doing business with those organizations to become members
of the Texas IOLTA Prime Partners Program of the Texas Access to Justice Foundation, and to pay a minimum of 1% or an interest rate equal to

75% of the Federal Funds Target Rate, whichever is higher, on the deposit of qualifying IOLTA funds in support of the provision of civil legal
services to the poor in the State of Texas; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that should any of the banks and ¢ligible financial institutions doing business with the State Bar,

Sections, local bar associations, or TYLA Affiliates refuse to become Prime Partners, those organizations should investigate all other banking
options and are strongly encouraged to move their business from any such bank and eligible financial institution to other banks and eligible
financial institutions that are members of the Texas IOLTA Prime Partners Program and to support the Texas IOLTA Prime Partner Program
through all other efforts including education and outreach on the Program and on the paramount need for increased funding for civil legal aid.
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