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HURRICANE VICTIMS URGED TO GET LEGAL INFORMATION AT WWW.TEXASLAWHELP.ORG

Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation warns of legal problems lasting months or years 
AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, the largest state-based funder of legal aid in Texas, is urging victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita to visit www.TexasLawHelp.org, a Web site dedicated to providing individuals with free, reliable information about their civil legal rights and responsibilities.
Hurricane victims still face a variety of legal issues. Those who have lost their homes may not know if they are obligated to pay rent or mortgage payments; some are not sure how to handle insurance claims; others have lost important documents, such as financial records and government-issued identification, and do not know how to replace them.
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, the Texas Access to Justice Commission, the Travis County Law Library and the Texas Legal Services Center have collaborated to establish a comprehensive disaster section on the TexasLawHelp.org Web site. Currently, the disaster section contains information related to housing, insurance claims, employment and other issues of importance to hurricane victims. Additionally, visitors to the site can access other legal information about domestic violence, immigration, child custody and much more. Because Hurricane Katrina caused many Louisiana residents to relocate to Texas, TexasLawHelp.org addresses some issues pertaining to Louisiana law.
TexasLawHelp.org not only provides critical legal information, but the site also can direct visitors to agencies that may be able to help them, including legal aid offices, social services organizations and government agencies. Legal aid organizations in the past few weeks have closed more than 3,600 cases related to the hurricanes. More than 1,500 cases are still underway, and more people apply for legal aid every day. But legal aid officials suspect there are thousands of individuals and families who have not sought legal assistance because they are unaware of the service or are unable to get to a legal aid office. 
“The legal issues caused by these disasters can be overwhelming and far reaching,” said Betty Balli Torres, executive director of the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation. “The legal aid community is doing everything we can to help hurricane victims. We want to be sure they know there is help available at legal aid and through TexasLawHelp.org.”
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (www.teajf.org), created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers a variety of funding sources, which are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing legal aid to approximately 99,000 Texans each year. 
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