RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING NATIONAL PRO BONO WEEK

OCTOBER 25-31, 2009

WHEREAS, the 2000 U.S. Census reports that 3.9 million people live below the poverty level in Texas, and more than 5 1 million qualify for civil legal aid to the poor; and

WHEREAS, Section 6 of the Preamble to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct states that:

"A lawyer should render public interest legal service. The basic responsibility for providing legal services for those unable to pay ultimately rests the individual lawyer, and personal involvement in the problems of the disadvantaged can be one of the most rewarding experiences in the a layer. Every lawyer, regardless of professional prominence or professional workload, should find time to participate in or otherwise support the provision of legal services to the disadvantaged. The provision of free legal services to those unable to pay reasonable fees is a moral obligation of each lawyer as well as the profession generally. A lawyer may discharge this basic; responsibility by providing public interest legal services without fee, or at a substantially reduced fee, in one or more of the following areas: poverty law, public rights law, charitable organization representation administration of justice, and by financial support for organizations That provide legal services to persons of limited means.” and

WHEREAS the State Bar of Texas-Pro Bono Resolution adopted in September 2000 strongly encourages all State Bar members to contribute at least 50 hours of pro bono legal services a year and to make a financial contribution to non-profit legal aid organizations; and

WHEREAS, the El Paso Bar Association, embraces the principles that our nation promises justice for all, not just for those who can afford to pay for it and that providing equal access to justice and quality legal representation to all Texans is central to the Bar's mission; and:

WHEREAS, these individuals are the most vulnerable in our communities, including the elderly, persons with disabilities and victims of domestic abuse and for many poor Texans, access to legal help might be all that stands between them and homelessness, safety and income providing food on their table and shelter for their children; and

WHEREAS El Paso attorneys donate many hours of pro bono legal services and make annual financial contributions to directly fund legal aid organizations, to help address 

the huge unmet need for legal assistance to El Paso's poor, especially in light of the current economic situation; and

WHEREAS the Paso Bar Association actively promotes pro bono participation in a variety of ways on an ongoing basis and gives special recognition annually for outstanding pro bono contributions made by its members; and

WHEREAS the American Bar Association has designated October 25 — 31, 2009 as the first National Pro Bono Week Celebration to recognize the valuable pro bono contributions made by lawyers throughout the year, and to increase pro bono participation across the country to narrow the justice gap.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the El Paso Bar Association recognizes the week of October 25 – 31, 2009 as the first National Pro Bono Week Celebration, commends all El Paso attorneys for their ongoing pro bono contributions, and reminds all members that by engaging in pro bono work and providing financial support they can make a significant difference in the lives of El Paso’s poor who would not otherwise have access to the legal system.

SIGNED this ______ day of _______________________, 2009.







___________________________________







Carlos Eduardo Cardenas, President
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