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AMEGY BANK DONATES $2,500 TO TEXAS EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION’S KATRINA LEGAL AID FUND
AUSTIN, Texas  Amegy Bank has donated $2,500 to the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation’s Katrina Legal Aid Fund. The Fund was created initially to support legal aid offices providing legal services to victims of Hurricane Katrina who are residing in Texas. The fund has been expanded to include victims of Hurricane Rita.
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, the largest state-based funder of legal aid in Texas, says these individuals face daunting legal issues, including insurance claims, FEMA benefits, housing, employment issues and much more. Legal matters affecting disaster victims can last months or even years.
Wendel Skolaski, senior vice president and manager of Amegy Bank, said the bank is proud to support the Foundation and its efforts.
“The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation is a valuable resource for the indigent and under-represented citizens of Texas,” Skolaski said. “Amegy Bank is proud to support the organization and its work with the IOLTA program. We work hard to provide products and services for our attorney clients statewide by ensuring that we meet--and in many cases exceed--the TEAJF recommendation to financial institutions for these special accounts.  TEAJF is to be congratulated for its work, and Amegy Bank is proud to be a part of these efforts.”
 

Foundation Executive Director Betty Balli Torres said, “Amegy has demonstrated that banks are committed partners in the effort to help more low-income people attain access to our civil justice system. Amegy’s donation will be used to help meet the overwhelming legal needs of individuals and families whose lives have been upended by these natural disasters.”
Amegy Bank has locations in several East Texas cities, including Houston, Baytown, Sugar Land and The Woodlands.

Donations to the Katrina Legal Aid Fund may be made at www.teajf.org, or by calling 512.320.0099.
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (www.teajf.org), created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers a variety of funding sources, which are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing legal aid to approximately 99,000 Texans each year. 
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